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Abstract: This narrative review article explores the integration of aromatherapy, especially using 

lavender essential oil, in Intensive Care Units (ICUs). It aims to assess the efficacy, safety, and im-

plications of this practice in critical care settings, where patients frequently suffer from stress, anxi-

ety, and sleep disturbances. The study adopts a critical narrative review methodology, systemati-

cally examining both qualitative and quantitative literature. The research covers a range of aspects, 

including the impact of aromatherapy on anxiety and sleep quality, specific effects of lavender es-

sential oil in wound healing, antibacterial, and anxiolytic activities, and its use in nursing practice. 

While initial findings are promising, indicating potential benefits in reducing anxiety and improv-

ing sleep quality, the evidence is not yet robust, with variability in study designs and outcomes. The 

review highlights the need for more rigorous research, standardization of essential oil use, and in-

corporation of aromatherapy education in nursing curricula. It concludes that while aromatherapy, 

particularly with lavender essential oil, shows potential therapeutic effects in ICUs, further research 

and holistic integration are essential for its effective and safe application in medical practice. 
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1. Introduction 

The integration of complementary therapies in modern healthcare settings, particu-

larly within intensive care units (ICUs), has emerged as a significant area of interest for 

both clinicians and researchers. The application of essential oils in these critical settings 

represents a unique intersection of traditional holistic practices and contemporary medi-

cal care. This research aims to delve into the efficacy, safety, and implications of using 

essential oils in intensive care environments, where patients often grapple with high lev-

els of stress, anxiety, and sleep disturbances [1]. 

Intensive care units, characterized by their high-tech and high-intensity medical care, 

are often the epicenters of life-saving interventions. Patients in ICUs face unique chal-

lenges, including psychological stress, anxiety, and disrupted sleep patterns, all of which 

can significantly impact their recovery and overall well-being. Traditional pharmacolog-

ical interventions, while effective, can sometimes lead to adverse effects or may not fully 

address these psychological and emotional aspects of ICU care [1, 2]. 

Aromatherapy is a centuries-old practice involving the use of essential oils extracted 

from herbs, flowers, and other plants. This therapy is predicated on the belief that these 

oils, with their distinct fragrances, possess therapeutic properties that can enhance phys-

ical, mental, and emotional health. In the context of intensive care, aromatherapy offers a 

non-invasive, patient-centered approach that could potentially augment conventional 

medical treatments [3, 4]. 
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This research will explore the scope of essential oils in ICUs, examining their poten-

tial roles in alleviating anxiety, improving sleep quality, and enhancing the overall patient 

experience. The investigation will encompass a review of current literature, including clin-

ical trials and observational studies, to assess the outcomes of aromatherapy interventions 

in these critical care settings. By understanding the effectiveness and mechanisms of es-

sential oils in the ICU, this study aims to provide insights into their potential integration 

as a complementary therapy, contributing to the holistic care of critically ill patients. 

2. Material and Methods 

2.1 Research Design 

This study adopts a critical narrative review methodology to explore the integration 

of aromatherapy using essential oils in Intensive Care Units (ICUs). This approach in-

volves a comprehensive and systematic examination of existing literature, including both 

qualitative and quantitative studies, to assess the efficacy, safety, and implications of es-

sential oils in critical care settings. 

2.2 Data Sources and Search Strategy 

A systematic search will be conducted in databases such as PubMed, MEDLINE, EM-

BASE, PsycINFO, and Cochrane Library. Keywords and phrases related to aromatherapy, 

essential oils, intensive care, anxiety, sleep disturbances, and patient well-being will be 

used. The search will be limited to studies published in English within the last 15 years, 

to ensure contemporary relevance. Reference lists of identified articles will also be 

scanned for additional relevant studies. 

2.3 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

Studies will be selected based on the following criteria: 

Inclusion: Clinical trials, observational studies, and qualitative research focusing on 

the use of essential oils in ICU settings, with outcomes related to anxiety, sleep quality, 

stress reduction, or overall patient well-being. 

Exclusion: Studies not specifically addressing ICU settings, non-peer-reviewed arti-

cles, and studies with insufficient data on aromatherapy interventions. 

2.4 Data Extraction and Synthesis 

Key information will be extracted from the selected studies, including study design, 

sample size, type of essential oil used, method of application, outcomes measured, and 

results. This data will be synthesized to provide a comprehensive overview of the current 

state of knowledge regarding the use of essential oils in ICUs. The synthesis will focus on 

identifying common themes, effectiveness of interventions, safety considerations, and 

gaps in the existing literature. 

3. Effectiveness of Aromatherapy on Anxiety and Sleep Quality in ICU 

The integration of aromatherapy into intensive care units (ICUs) represents an intri-

guing fusion of traditional holistic practices with modern medical care. This approach is 

particularly relevant in ICUs, where patients often endure high levels of stress, anxiety, 

and sleep disturbances. Aromatherapy, which involves the use of essential oils extracted 

from plants, has been explored for its potential to enhance physical, mental, and emotional 

well-being. 

A systematic review conducted by Tan and colleagues aimed to evaluate the impact 

of aromatherapy on anxiety and sleep quality among ICU patients [5]. Their research in-

cluded a systematic search across multiple databases, focusing on Randomised Controlled 
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Trials and Controlled Clinical Trials. The review found that while there is evidence sug-

gesting the effectiveness of aromatherapy in reducing anxiety and improving sleep qual-

ity, the overall certainty of these findings is low due to high heterogeneity and bias risk in 

the studies [5]. Additionally, studies on specific essential oils, like lavender, suggest ben-

efits in increasing sleep quality and reducing anxiety levels in ICU settings [6]. 

Moreover, broader literature reviews and meta-analyses, such as those conducted by 

Hwang and Shin, provide a wider perspective on the effects of aromatherapy on sleep 

improvement, thus offering insights into its general efficacy [7]. However, despite these 

promising findings, the evidence supporting the use of aromatherapy in ICUs is not yet 

robust. The variability in study designs, methodologies, and outcomes underscores the 

need for more rigorous research to establish clearer guidelines and protocols for the effec-

tive and safe use of aromatherapy in critical care environments. 

In summary, while aromatherapy presents a promising complementary therapy in 

ICUs for managing anxiety and sleep disturbances, further research is necessary to fully 

understand its efficacy, mechanisms, and potential integration into standard ICU care 

protocols. 

4. Specific Effects of Lavender Essential Oil in ICU 

Lavender essential oil, renowned for its soothing fragrance, has been the subject of 

numerous studies investigating its therapeutic properties. Key areas of interest include its 

potential in wound healing, demonstrated by its ability to expedite healing processes and 

enhance collagen expression. Additionally, its antibacterial and antioxidant activities sug-

gest a broader application in health and wellness, particularly in anti-inflammatory treat-

ments. Furthermore, lavender's anxiolytic effects make it a popular choice in aromather-

apy for stress and anxiety reduction. Despite these promising avenues, the necessity for 

more rigorous clinical trials and standardization in its application remains a critical step 

for integrating it effectively into medical practice [8]. 

Karimzadeh et al. [9] provides a comprehensive review of lavender essential oil's role 

in wound healing. It summarizes findings from various research types, including human 

clinical trials, animal studies, and in vitro studies. The review reveals that lavender essen-

tial oil may contribute to faster wound healing, increased collagen expression, and en-

hanced activity in tissue remodeling. The article emphasizes the need for standardized 

chemical composition and further high-quality human clinical trials to confirm these find-

ings and establish safety and efficacy in clinical practice [9]. 

Another study specifically investigated the effect of lavender essential oil on sleep 

quality and anxiety levels in patients with coronary artery disease in an ICU setting. This 

study concluded that lavender essential oil could be beneficial in increasing sleep quality 

and reducing anxiety levels. The study highlights lavender essential oil as a non-invasive, 

cost-effective, and easily applicable option for use in ICUs [6]. Lee et al. [10] examines the 

impact of lavender essential oil on sleep quality and anxiety levels in patients with coro-

nary artery disease. It demonstrates that lavender essential oil can effectively improve 

sleep quality and reduce anxiety levels in this patient group, suggesting its potential as a 

non-invasive, cost-effective, and easily applicable intervention in clinical settings [10]. 

Finally, Moeini et al. [11] investigates the efficacy of aromatherapy in treating post-

operative nausea and vomiting (PONV) in children. The research focuses on whether aro-

matherapy can serve as an effective alternative to standard pharmacological treatments 

for PONV in a pediatric surgical setting. The authors identified that quality of sleep in 

ischemic heart disease patients was significantly improved after aromatherapy with lav-

ender oil. Therefore, using aromatherapy can improve the quality of their sleep and 

health. In summary, the diverse therapeutic applications of lavender essential oil, as de-

scribed by recent research, highlight its potential as a significant adjunct in modern med-

ical practice. 
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5. Specific Effects of Lavender Essential Oil in ICU 

The practice of aromatherapy in nursing has gained popularity in various settings, 

with an emphasis on its integration into holistic nursing care. The literature review by 

Maddocks-Jennings and Wilkinson [12] provides a comprehensive overview of the use of 

essential oils in nursing, primarily focusing on their application in low doses for massage 

or as environmental fragrances. The review, which includes a wide array of articles from 

nursing literature since 1990, as well as references from scientific research on essential oils 

dating back to 1971, highlights a need for more empirical evidence to support the broad 

use of aromatherapy in nursing practice beyond its role in enhancing relaxation. This re-

view found that despite its popularity, there is still limited empirical evidence supporting 

the use of aromatherapy in nursing beyond its role in enhancing relaxation. The review 

calls for more collaborative research to explore clinical applications of essential oils in 

greater detail. The review calls for more collaborative research in nursing to explore the 

clinical applications of essential oils in greater detail [12]. 

Additionally, the study of Smith et al. [13] describes a theoretical framework for in-

tegrating aromatherapy in nursing practice and education. This paper presents five prop-

ositions derived from three theories, offering suggestions for the application of aroma-

therapy in nursing practice and education. It emphasizes the need for a holistic approach 

in incorporating aromatherapy into nursing, suggesting that it can be a valuable addition 

to patient care [13]. These reviews collectively underscore the potential of aromatherapy 

in nursing, while also highlighting the necessity for more rigorous research to understand 

its full range of applications and to ensure its safe and effective use in clinical settings. The 

growing interest in aromatherapy within nursing practice indicates its potential as a com-

plementary therapy, but it also necessitates careful consideration of its implications, in-

cluding the risks related to allergies, safety, and the potential for inappropriate use. 

5. Conclusion 

Aromatherapy, particularly using lavender essential oil, has shown promise as a 

complementary therapy in Intensive Care Units (ICUs) for managing anxiety and improv-

ing sleep quality. However, the current evidence, though encouraging, isn't conclusive 

due to study limitations. To enhance its effectiveness and integration into ICU care, sev-

eral recommendations are proposed. Firstly, there's a need for more comprehensive and 

rigorous research to solidify the evidence base. This includes conducting high-quality, 

controlled clinical trials to verify the therapeutic benefits of lavender essential oil, not only 

for anxiety and sleep disturbances but also for wound healing and its anxiolytic effects. 

Developing standardized protocols for the application of aromatherapy in ICUs is 

essential. This should consider different types of essential oils, particularly ensuring the 

standardization of lavender essential oil's chemical composition for consistent clinical use. 

Training healthcare professionals, especially ICU staff, in the proper and safe use of aro-

matherapy as a complementary therapeutic intervention is crucial. Additionally, incorpo-

rating aromatherapy education into nursing curricula and professional development pro-

grams will enhance knowledge and application skills. 

A patient-centered approach is vital. Aromatherapy interventions should be tailored 

to individual patient needs and preferences, especially in diverse ICU populations. This 

aligns with encouraging the integration of aromatherapy within the holistic nursing 

framework, considering patient-centered and safety-focused approaches. In conclusion, 

while aromatherapy, especially lavender essential oil, has demonstrated potential thera-

peutic effects in ICUs, including wound healing, antibacterial, antioxidant activities, and 

anxiety reduction, the necessity for further research, standardization, and holistic integra-

tion remains critical for its effective and safe application in medical practice. 
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